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The Samurai
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Samurai who were also known as the Bushi were fearsome Japanese warriors in the pre-modern era. Because of their power and skills, the Samurai made up the ruling class. A Samurai sword served as their primary weapon and symbol. The Samurai were required to live by a code of conduct known as Bushido. All Samurai were men, and according to David and Alexina (2002), women's lives meant little to them.
How the Samurai are depicted in Harakiri
Harakiri was a form of punishment in Japan where a Samurai who had broken their code of conduct (Bushido) was allowed the honor of killing himself through disembowelment with a sword as opposed to execution which was considered disgraceful. The hara-kiri happened in front of people. The Samurai would cut open their stomach from right to left allowing their intestines to spill out.
The notion of honor
The notion of honor has not changed pertaining to the Samurai. Throughout the texts, the Samurai abide by their code of conduct. According to Akinari (2010), Samon and Soemon are depicted as devoted, loyal and have integrity throughout the text. These qualities are valued by the Samurai. In the Drum of The Waves of Horikawa, Hikokuro puts aside his feelings for his wife Otane and caries out his duty as a Samurai and slays the drum teacher thus putting responsibility ahead of principle (Horikawa, 1707). The two examples show clearly that honor among the Samurai was significant and any action that dishonored them was punishable by death.
How women, merchants, and people we've met fit within the framework of the Samurai culture
	It is clear that the Samurai were above the other social groups because of the power they possessed. According to Nanshoku (1687), women were important because they would get married to the Samurais and produce heirs who would continue the lineage while samurais’ sexual urges were satisfied outside the marriage by both male and female prostitutes. In Japan’s Twenty Four Paragons, Infidelity was common not only among the men but also women. The merchants contributed to the betterment of society through trade (Chikamatsu et al., 1766). 
Conclusion
It is clear the Samurai honored their code of conduct that is the Bushido and put everything else including their own lives behind it. This is clearly shown through the Harakiki where a Samurai would instead kill themselves painfully and die honorably that be executed and lose their dignity.
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